
  
 

ELEVENTH MEETING 

SADIS OPERATIONS GROUP 
(Cairo, Egypt, 23 to 25 May 2006) 

 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY1 

1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1 The eleventh meeting of the SADIS Operations Group (SADISOPSG/11) was held in the 
Middle East (MID) Regional Office, Cairo, 23 to 25 May 2006.  The meeting was attended by twenty-one 
experts from seven States, the representative of the focal point of the EUR OPMET Bulletin Management 
Group (BMG) and three international organizations (the Agency for the Safety of Aerial Navigation in 
Africa and Madagascar (ASECNA), the International Air Transport Association (IATA) and the 
World Meteorological Organization (WMO)). 

1.2 The Chairman, Mr. T. van Steijn, presided over the meeting throughout its duration. 

2. FOLLOW-UP OF SADISOPSG/10 CONCLUSIONS 

2.1 With regard to the follow-up of the conclusions and draft conclusions, the group noted 
that action had been completed on all the issues except for Conclusions 10/12 a), and 10/19 b), action on 
which was expected to be completed by the SADISOPSG/12 Meeting (Decision 11/1). 

3. OPERATION OF THE SADIS 

3.1 The group reviewed the operation of SADIS during 2005/2006 based on the annual 
management report from the SADIS Provider State and on responses from fifty-five States to the annual 
questionnaire on the operational efficacy of the SADIS broadcast.  Concerning the annual questionnaire, 
the responses received showed that the number of reports of serious difficulties with the SADIS very 
small aperture terminal (VSAT) had remained low over the past year.  However, the group expressed 
some concern related to the continued low level of implementation of the BUFR-decoding software 
amongst the SADIS users.  Therefore, the WAFSOPSG was invited to consider adopting mitigating 
actions to ensure the effective reception of SIGWX forecasts by users after 30 November 2006 
(Conclusion 11/3).  The group concluded that the SADIS broadcast had continued to meet the operational 
requirements during the period under review (Conclusion 11/5).  This statement would be forwarded to 
the SADIS Cost Recovery Administrative Group (SCRAG).  With regard to the format of questionnaire, 
the Secretariat was tasked to make it available in an interactive format (Conclusion 11/4). 

3.2 With regard to the list of SADIS operational focal points, the group concurred that it 
provided useful contacts for the SADIS Provider State and the ICAO regional offices to resolve 
operational issues, and agreed that ICAO should update this list (Conclusion 11/2). 

3.3 The group reviewed the SADIS inventory 2005/2006.  In order to ensure that SADIS 
continued to meet the approved operational requirements, amendments to the inventory were made based 
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on proposals by the SADIS Provider State to take account of minor changes in the proportions of resource 
usage, and to improve failover between contingent links and the operator visibility of network 
performance.  The updated inventory would be forwarded to the SCRAG (Conclusion 11/6). 

3.4 With regard to the SADIS implementation, the group noted that the number of States and 
users had slightly increased during 2005/2006 with eighty-eight Contracting States now operating a total 
of 135 SADIS VSAT receivers and six FTP servers.  It was considered that the increase was due to the 
growing interest in the SADIS FTP service.  With regard to the format of the SADIS implementation 
table, the group agreed that the deployment of SADIS 2G VSATs should be included therein (Conclusion 
11/7). 

4. CONTENT OF THE SADIS BROADCAST 

4.1 OPMET data 

4.1.1 The group considered the content of Annex 1 to the SADIS User Guide (SUG) which lists 
the requirements of OPMET data to be broadcast on the SADIS.  To improve the availability of OPMET 
data, the users suggested that the Secretariat should invite States to fully implement the dissemination of 
OPMET data from all AOP aerodromes to the SADIS uplink station, in accordance with the SADIS User 
Guide, Annex 1 (Conclusion 11/8). 

4.1.2 To draw the full benefit of the data-base oriented format of Annex 1 and to ensure its 
concurrence with the FASID Tables MET 1A of the regional ANP/FASID, the group agreed that the 
requirements for TAF expressed in FASID Tables MET 1A be also converted into the data-base oriented 
format by the ICAO Secretariat (Conclusion 11/9). 

4.1.3 The group endorsed the draft amendment to Annex 1 to the SUG by the users, with the 
understanding that a) METAR/SPECI to be required from all AOP aerodromes; b) TAF to be required in 
accordance with the FASID Tables MET 1A concerned; and c) TAF included in VOLMET broadcasts to 
have a validity period of 9 hours (Conclusion 11/10). 

4.2 WAFS forecasts 

4.2.1 With regard to Annex 4 to the SUG listing the WAFS forecasts included in the SADIS 
broadcast, the group endorsed amendments thereto related, inter alia, to changes to the description of 
SWH and SWM bulletins in the BUFR code form (Decision 11/11).  In view of the discontinuation of 
supersonic flights, the group agreed that the provision of GRIB-coded temperature and wind forecasts for 
FL 530 should be removed as of 22 November 2007, conditional to the outcome of the final review of 
draft Amendment 74 to Annex 3 by the Air Navigation Commission in October 2006 (Conclusion 11/12). 

5. DEVELOPMENT OF THE SADIS 

5.1 Report of the SADISOPSG Gateway Development Team 

5.1.1 In order to improve the availability and validation of OPMET data at the SADIS 
gateway, the group agreed that, the SADISOPSG Gateway Development Team should: 

 a)  study the feasibility of harmonisation of the OPMET content between the SADIS 
broadcast, SADIS FTP service and ISCS broadcast;  
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 b)  complete work related to the automatic verification of the FIR location indicator in 
SIGMET; and  

 c)  update the SADIS Gateway Handbook to ensure that the SIGMET formats used in 
examples be compatible with Annex 3.   

Furthermore, it was agreed that the implementation of the routine validation of SIGMET should be 
delayed until a compliance of 80 per cent has been achieved (Conclusion 11/13) and that frequently 
incorrectly formatted SIGMET bulletins would not be validated, to ensure their timely promulgation on 
the SADIS (Decision 11/14). 

5.1.2 In accordance with its work programme, the SADIS Gateway Development Team was 
requested to assess the impact of the introduction of BUFR-coded OPMET messages on the SADIS 
gateway operations, taking into account the general plan elaborated by the Secretariat, with the assistance 
of the Aerodrome Meteorological Observing Systems Study Group (AMOSSG) (Conclusion 11/15). 

5.2 Report of the SADISOPSG Strategic Assessment Team 

5.2.1 Based on a report provided by the Rapporteur of the SADISOPSG Strategic Assessment 
Team, the group reviewed the format and content of the strategic assessment tables and requested that 
ICAO forward copies of the tables to the PIRGs concerned so that they may form the basis for the next 
regional update in respect of future SADIS requirements (Decision 11/16 and Conclusion 11/17). 

5.3 Report of the SADISOPSG Technical Development Team 

5.3.1 Over the last twelve months, the major technical development was related to the 
implementation of the second-generation SADIS broadcast (SADIS 2G), and therefore, the Technical 
Developments Team had addressed the developments in this area.  The group was pleased to note that the 
steps taken to deal with the data loss problems, which had occurred initially at some SADIS 2G 
installations, had been successful and that this issue could now be considered fully resolved. 

5.4 Report of the SADISOPSG Workstation Software Team 

5.4.1 The group noted the action taken by the Fifty-Seventh Session of the WMO Executive 
Council (2005) which had reiterated the need for urgent actions to replace their current SADIS VSAT and 
workstations, and to install the latest visualisation software.  The SADISOPSG Workstation Software 
Team was requested to pursue its work to ensure that the least developed countries and other States 
without adequate cost recovery processes in place were in a position to upgrade their SADIS workstation 
software by 30 November 2006 and their SADIS receivers by 31 December 2008. 

5.5 Visualization software for the BUFR-Coded WAFS forecasts 

5.5.1 The group was pleased to note the results of the evaluations of visualization software 
undertaken by the SADIS Provider State which indicated that six of software vendors were in a position 
to produce visualisation software that could depict WAFS data compatible with ICAO Standards. 

5.5.2 The group’s attention was drawn to work carried out by WAFC Washington, which had 
revealed that some workstation packages did not process BUFR-coded bulletins issued during times of 
WAFC back-up in a transparent way to the users.  The group felt that it would be desirable to include a 
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new feature in the SADISOPSG software functionality list that would require the software to process 
products issued during periods of back-up in an entirely transparent way (Conclusion 11/18). 

5.6 SADIS Internet-based FTP Service 

5.6.1 At its tenth meeting, the group had supported the principle of enhancing security and 
resilience of the SADIS FTP service.  The SADIS Provider State had subsequently prepared an 
implementation plan, which the group reviewed and endorsed.  Since the plan would evolve in time, input 
from the group would be required between annual meetings.  The group therefore requested that the 
SADIS Provider State implement the plan with the understanding that the SADISOPSG Technical 
Developments Team provide assistance and input, as necessary. (Conclusion 11/19). 

5.7 Inclusion of ASHTAM and NOTAM for volcanic ash in the 
SADIS broadcast 

5.7.1 The group was pleased to note that ASHTAM and NOTAM for volcanic ash (VA), which 
were correctly addressed, were currently promulgated on the SADIS broadcast.  However, the number of 
ASHTAM and NOTAM for volcanic ash available on SADIS had remained small.  Since States may not 
be aware of the requirement to forward ASHTAM and NOTAM for VA to the SADIS uplink, the 
Secretariat was tasked to remind the States of the requirement to transmit all ASHTAM and NOTAM 
related to VA to the AFTN address EGZZVANW (Conclusion 11/20). 

5.8 Changes to the back-up configuration 

5.8.1 The group considered various options for the back-up configuration, which were 
necessary due to a number of short-period interruptions experienced during a failure of the operational 
SADIS service.  The establishment of a permanent link between WAFC Washington and the SADIS 
gateway would be the ideal solution; however, it was still at least 12 months away. Therefore, the 
installation of an International satellite communications system (ISCS)/2 receiver on the NATS premises 
was considered by the group to be the optimum short-term solution, provided that the SADIS Provider 
State ensures that full set of BUFR back-up data, including medium-level SIGWX forecasts, be made 
available on the ISCS/2 broadcast at all times (Conclusion 11/21). 

5.9 Long-term planning of SADIS 

5.9.1 In response to the ASIA/PAC Air Navigation Planning and Implementation Regional 
Group (APANPIRG) Conclusion 16/40, the group concurred that the development of a long-term plan for 
the SADIS development would be warranted to facilitate planning by SADIS user States of maintaining 
and upgrading their SADIS receiving equipment.  Therefore, the SADIS Provider State was requested to 
elaborate a concise roadmap, covering a period of five years and addressing major changes to the system, 
for endorsement by the SADISOPSG/12 Meeting (Conclusion 11/22). 

6. FUTURE WORK PROGRAMME 

6.1 The group reviewed and updated its work programme and executive summaries for the 
tasks in the work programme (Decision 11/23). 
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7. ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

7.1 The SADIS Provider State had been informed by a workstation vendor of its intentions to 
develop a piece of hardware that could be used as an alternative to the SADIS 2G user “MegaPAC”.  The 
group agreed that the SADIS Provider State should seek further information about the alternative 
hardware offered by the vendor concerned to understand fully the functionalities of the proposed product 
and address this issue with other hardware suppliers concerned.  It should also assess, in coordination 
with the SADISOPSG Technical Developments Team, the desirability, or otherwise, of recommending 
that the alternative SADIS 2G hardware be brought into the commercial marketplace (Conclusion 11/24). 

 

 

— END — 


